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Pitbull in frenzied EL attacks

OUT OF ACTION: Grahamstown businessman Gert Botha was

bitten in his foot as he got out of his car

By BARBARA HOLLANDS
Metro Desk

WO men are in hospi-
tal and two others are
nursing wounds after

a pitbull linked to the death of
Haidee Pook went on a bloody
rampage through East Lon-
don’s B lle suburb on

Two neighbours and Lionel
Taylor, operations manager
at the SPCA, 1 the dog be-
longed to Travis Wade.

Wade did not answer his
door, nor respond to a mes-
sage on his phone inviting his
comment.

Pook, 45, was mauled to
death on Jul
when she, Wade and another
male friend arrived at Wade's
aysville home.
dee’s father Ray Pook
reacted: “How many times
must this happen before
someone else is killed?”

The family scattered
Haidee's ashes from the river
jetty in Hamburg two weeks
ago.

‘The inquest into Pook’s
dc.nh reconvenes on October

Spcakmg from his hospital
bed yesterday, Robert-James
Green, 28, said: “1 had just
left my mother’s house to
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Four men bitten in Baysville, two end up in hospital

ACCUSED: Left, this pitbull, in a file picture, was removed from Travis Wade's Baysville premises, seen on right, after the
attack on Haidee Pook. It is suspected this dog was involved in the recent attacks

walk home around the cor-
ner, when I heard the dog
lunnmg behind me.

s I turned, it just went
straight for my right foot. 1
started screaming for help
and tried to push it away, but
it kept coming and tore my
slip-slop off.”

Green's mother, Sue Green,
who lives three houses away
from Wade, ran out of her
driveway.

“I shouted at her to go back

and tried to fend the dog off
with my right hand, and man-
aged to get behind the gate,
but it got hold of my left arm
and ripped my jersey off as
the gate was dosln;,

“It then mauled my jel
on the pavement. M\' hand”
had three deep puncture
wounds and as I was wra

runnuu. Jﬂl‘r the dog
and catching it.
Green's mother said a mo-

ment later the dog was on the
loose again,

“I told the ambulance men
who came to fetch me to be
careful,” said Green,

After being treated at the
emergency ward, Green, who
had just started training for
his fifth Ironman 70.3, spent
the night at home,

styloid “ulna™ bone as
well as other smaller frac-
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tures, and he was admitted to
Life St Domini
and put on an

Gert Botha, 57, of Grahams-
town, said the light brown
dog locked its jaws round his
foot as he was getting out of
his car in Keam Street,

“It bit my foot before it
even touched the ground and
we battled for about five min-
utes.

“It was a very powerful dog
and would not let go. I had to

LAID LOW: Robert-James Green recovers after a rampaging pitbull ripped into the Ironman competitor's arm and foot while
he was walking in the street. INSET: A photograph shows the deep punture wounds on Green's wrist

hang onto my car door. | was

terrified it would pull me
out.”

Botha broke free and drove

to the Mediclinic for tetanus
.md anti-rabi 3
I can’t work and h.m- al-

ready lost R3 000 in two days.
I'

Grahamstown police
want to lay civil

attacking Botha, the
pitbull charged through the
gate of Marina Hills flats as
Nigel Coutts, 35, opened the
gate for two window repair

men, and grabbed Alfred

Kewti, 57 by the leg, knocking

him over.

“It went straight for his leg
n g

and was mauling it badl
prolonged attack. I was hit
ting and kicking it but it

would not let go.

the scruff of its neck and
dragged it out and got the

gate closed. It bit my shin in

1t was horrific

charges.” — bﬂnbamh(u dis-
patch.co.za
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as blood all over.”

looked very bad. Alfred said

Ithuba Holdings confirmed as lottery operator

By LINDA ENSOR

ITHUBA Holdings has been
reconfirmed as the national
lottery operator by Trade and
Industry  Minister  Rob
Davies, who now faces fur-
ther litigation by Gidani.
Gidani corporate executive

the judgment of the High
Court in Pretoria.

He said the original deci-
sion to grant Ithuba the li-
cence was unlawful as Ithuba
did not comply with the li-
cence conditions

‘The High Court in Pretoria
last month declared Davies's

the order is susy 1 for a
month",

Yesterday, Muller said Gi-
dani planned to take the mat-
ter to court but still had to
decide whether to seek an
urgent interdict or another
route.

The Department of Trade

been

The depart: t said the
minister wa fied” that
Ithuba met the requirements
of the Lotteries Act to operate
the lottery.

“Minister Davies is confi-
dent that now that the process
has been finalised, Ithuba will

Davies had addressed the
concerns of the judgment and
had elected to negotiate with
Ithuba as the preferred bid-
der, the statement read.

Ithuba CEO Charmaine
Mabuza said the outcome of
the negotiation period recon-
firmed that the bidding pro-

More than 9000 terminals
would be rolled out with over
8000 already in operation
across the country.

“South Africans can also
look forward to the intro-
duction of new games and the
addition of online platforms
over the next few months,”

F o
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Wagtail recovery for pitbull
pup 'a miracle' Author:
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External magistrate
to hear clerk’s case

By RAY HARTLE

A MAGISTRATE from outside the
East London Magistrate's Court
precinct wil be appointed to bear
ocal court clerk,
god

3

od briefly in court
nine months since
carance for
the magistrate, prosecutor and in
terpreter to recuse themselves and
for court personnglfrom oulside to
be broaght in for her trial
Mpahia, who works in an admin-
istrative office, faces two counts of
theft involving amounts of R500 and

tokd the court his lient felt it would
be an injustice for her to be tried by
East London officials, with whom
she interacted in the normal course
of her duties.

There had been gossip in the
court corvidors about ber case be-
fore it was brought to court

While it would be impossible to
prove, Mpahla belicved cven acting

preside at her trial, might have over-
heard discussion of her case in the
magistrates’ tearoom

“The National Prosecuting Author
ity had alrcady pre-cmpted a po-
|m||.|l«umh|olmlﬂ\»l by .us]mml
oisko

anting the application for hs
own recusal, Kemp said it was i
with the perception

\pnl fast
Bear it on e

He acknowledged that after a year
of being on the h(lnh it was “true

e ki
when \umm.‘ W0 e ko b
office and he had insisted she Jeave
and only return in the company of 2
proseciitor, in order to avok their
interaction being misconstrued
anyisane  subsequently  with
drew his applicat! for an external
interpreter to be appointed.
The il date has boen st down
h 77, with Kemp under.
{aking to requicst a magistrate from
autaklethe disrictto bear the mal

Wagtail recovery for
pitbull pup ‘a miracle’

By ELEANOR DOUGLAS-MEYERS

hip to make new discs.

ITHAS boen a mirack “operu

very for Zara, the Fast
i Pabgy who made head-
lines when she was refused pas-

woek nbowt“
Ih.’ll lhli vrm no( DECESSary.
We've been absolutcly biown
spocchless, in tears, flab-
bergasicd.” (nhnlk‘ um about

alifesaving
operation.
The dog who was rushed o e
rstepoort  Veterinary  Aca-
demic. Howital  In’ Pretoria
through the generous assistance
of SAA cargo, has learnt o walk
again without interven-

be back in East bond«ﬂ muuy

Hartman, who oversees 7.ara's
stay In Onderstepoort,
Cokaynes Zara's bones would lu|||
back together as she grew and she
should heal completely.

Zara will keep the neck brace on
for two to three weeks and be on
anti-inflammatory medication.

“She is akay and moving 100% -

ol
need to operate,” pa
aclyn Cokayne, said.

Just last” week, Zara’s scans
showed significant damage to her
vertebrac and spinal cord.

“To remexty this, veterinary sur-
geon Marthinus Hartman was

o he cage.” Coay

‘The Cokynes had set up:lunl

account on behalfof Zaraan tave

R4 000 to date, which covers
Tairofthe medica expenses.

Dontions are sl coming in

iy money not used for Zara

W e donate 1 the Underdogs

By BONGANI FUZILE
Senice Reporter

may be foroed to walk to scl
this year,

budgeted to transport oni

needing transpart

pils and we are able to

This was admitted by the pro-
cial department of transport
The department bas

57000
pupils, and admitied that due to
financial constraints it could not
transpart the full number of 94000 del

“There are 94 000 deserving £y

57000 of them. Our next lmu s

LONG ROUTE: Pupils are stranded on the side of the road after the transport system failed them on the first day of school

0ver 30 000 EC pupils
set to walk to school

Kids excluded due to cash shortage

ORE than 30 000 East

ern Cape pupils in need

of scholar transport can safely say
hool

fixing the roads. “We 1t o
ing to allow our operatars to drive
on such roads - this is about the
safety of the pupils as well. ™
mbaca said that by
the week the registrat

pare the current programme, we
we are doing weil.”
o

ported and a number oftaxd 0p
supported the depart

ment, bat that there were -a few port operators and awarding of
Individuals who wanted (o sabo- operating Hoences would be fi-
tage and distupt the idea”. nalised. “We finished working at

2am on Thursday and that shows
how dedicated the offic
this department. \
make sure that everything ks done
thoroughly.”

irding the thousands of pu-

He said reasons for transport
s in some areas of the prov.
Ince, including the Amathole and
O R Tambo reglons, were roads
being in a poor state and oper-
ators transporting pupils withoat Reg:

Pictuse: ZSANDA NKONKOBE

qualifying pupils from the educa
tian department and we transport
those. It must be understood that
not all the schools or pupils are
registered to be transpoeted. If
You are not approved we are not
Kolng o transport you,” be said.

Transport MEC Weziwe Tikana
and education department officials
were travelling the province ta
monitor pupil transport.

Ntstzakalo Ngalo, the spokes-
man for the Alfred Mo disrit
bus council, u they were op-
erating smoothly I the area

W ave n complainte here
and we are excited by what the
department has done. But it must
e sald that there were times

Youth gets
life term for
murders

Ty ASANDA NINI
Bhisho Correspondent

ouths accused of hacking
Cape mother and her two
children to death tn April 2013 and con
ccaling their lifeless bodies in neighbours'
Dt totiets has been sentenced to life
by the Bhisho High Court

omoni, 20, who was 18 years
old at the time, was last week sentenced
10 life imprisonment on three counts of
murder, robbery and housebreaking.

‘The bodies of 4kyear old Sibonglie
Loko of Velwano village in Ndevana out
side King William's Town and ber two
children - Mthobi, five, and four-month
old Thembakazi - were found by neigh-
bours stashed in two pit toilets a few days
after they disappearcd

Nkomaoni's two co-accused, 20-year-old

nethemba Phillip and  19-yearold
Ayabulela Thall, from the same village,
received lesser sentences foe being ac
complices to the grucsome crime, which
left the village in shock.

Phillip was sentenced to six years in
peison foe hiding Inormation about the
or his

veal Nkomoni acted
st illing Lok and hor chidren

The decompasing bodses of the Loko
family were found by nelghbours wire-
bound, with multiple stab wounds,
wrapped in blood-soaked blankets and
dumped in two pit toilets

‘The bodles were discovered four days
after the incklent after neighbours no-
tioed a foud smell from one of the tol
ets.

They made the gruesame discovery
after spotting blood-soaked blankets in-
side their pit latrines.

“Me trio were arrested a day after the
discovery after one of them confessed to
his older brother and later pointed out

Il police commission

neral Celiwe Binta as a
al murders of women

and children.

Daily Dispateh visit to the

haken community mem

feared venturing out at

Most women in the village, especially
e who lived alone, were shaken by

mnu William's Town police cluster
commander Brigadier Henry Vos this
week welcomsed the conviction and sen
tencing.

Ho pralsed the police or swifly ar
resting the suspects and for the inves
Tigations that 1d (o ther conviction
Such people do pot deserve to be in

scheduled to remove the broken 5500 puplls,” said spokesman operating locnces pils left stranded on the firt day ~ where poople wanted to sabotage y. We cannot tolerate such
pioces of bone pushing on her  SA Rehabilitation Centre, from Needo Kumbac e department sad lans were - of school, Kumbaca sakd no all this, opgetting that we are dolng vialate the rights of women
spinal cord and use bone from her  where Zara was adopted. “Despite the challenges we face  under hedepart pupils woukdbe ransported this for the children.” — bongandf and children.” Vos sald. — asan-
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Pitbulls kill woman

By BONGANI FUZILE
Senlor Reportes

QUIET East London
suburb s H'\‘Hllx in
shock after a 45-year

wistnauled 10

h by pitbull terriers.

The attack took place in

Baysville when Heidi Pook

from Beacon Bay visited the

hame of a friend. She was
with two male frieds. one
ho B

od I
er umxmun on Tharsday,
The incident happened at

n opened.
leged the deceased
nd two of her n
rrived at the house that be-
longzed o one of the male
friends. The dec
then stiacked by
e confirmed how

y dogs attacked her as
there was two full grown and
two small pitbulls in the

M;

ramedic Paul Fick was
one of the first to arrive at

he attack.
he lost a lot of blood and
a severe neck injury

with bites s |h« stomach and
walst,” snid
‘She was h.ldl\ mauled by
lhuw dogs and there were
ternal bleeding but

Mu rived at the s
we found her at the back
the wlml but she was al
ready dea

ene,

Fick said the two men had
to be rushed to hospital,

“The men were emotional
and one was breaking every
thing. Police had to take them
In hospital as one was in a
bad st ter he saw
mm happened
Saturday Dispateh vis

ited the
where the attack happened
but the dog owners were too
ll|\lrnm|l\ o comment.
hocked. Our

with her fam
Iy said a woman outside
the hou

"The Saturday Dispateh also

ouse

visited the home of the de-
ceased in Beacon Bay, but her
father said be was ol ready
to speak to U dia.

Neighbours n Baysville
sald they were shocked to
hear the noise in the early
hours of the marning.

One resident said: “The

weople from that house were
ing and dogs barking
n hour or

“We didn’t knnv\ what was

quict arca. B

1y peaceful neighbourbood.™

One of the neighbours said

the dogs managed 1o get out

operty a few weeks

h( owner chased them
n d

ar seared of
these m.;.\ ‘-ml ook at what
happencd now.”

Marais said the SPCA was

called and the dogs were o
moved, The SPCA’s Lionel
Taylor confirmed the removal
of three pitbulls.

“They are here with us and
they will be kept here until a
decision is taken by the

it to do with

been broeding pitbull terriers
since 1963, said people usu
ally trained their pitbulls to

“Pitbulls are hur
nd if you tease
d train them to be ag
¢ become vicious,

Iy [sic]
the

said Grobler, — bon
ganifadispatch.co.za
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