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External magistrate
to hear clerk’s case

By RAY HASTLE

A MAGISTRATE from outside the
East London Magistrate's Court
precinct will be appointed to hear
the theft case of a local court clerk.
Phumla Mpahla, who is charged

preside at her trial, might have over.
heard discussion of her case in the
magistra M tearvom.

‘The National Prosecuting Author
ity had alrcady pre-cmpted a po-
tental conflict of Imterest by appoint

: oo

Youth gets
life term for
murders

Ty ASANDA NINI
Bhisho Correspondest

ONE of three

ouths accused of hacking

th stealing R1 100 in two se

an Eastern Cape mother and her two
children to death tn April 2013 and con
ccaling their lifeless bodsies in peighbours'
Dt toliets has been sentenced to life
imprisonment by the Bhisho High Court

anting the application for his
own recusal, Kemp said it was im-
portant to deal with the perception
of blas.

o briefly in court
nine months since
ance, and asked for

prosecutor and in-

for court personnel from outside to
be brought in for her trial
Mpahla, who works in an admin-
istrative office, faces two counts of
lh‘ﬂ involving amounts of R500 and
. She s currently on suspension
o Ry e = agalst e
Attorney  Ntsikelelo Man
10k the ourt his elent felt i would
be an injustice for her to be tried by
East London officlals, with whom
she interacted in the normal course
of her duties.
ere had been gossip in the
court corvidors about ber case be-
fore it was brought 1o court
While it would be impossible to
prove, bpaiia belloved cven actg
con Kemp

When the case was enrolled in

7, he was allocated to

héar it on the basis that he wes
re v bew to the Jocal courts.

He acknowledged that after a year

of being on the bench, it was “true
g

that people do
“There had

and only return in the company of
proseciitor, in order to avokd thes
interaction being misconstrucd.

anyisane  subsequently

interpreter to be
“The trial date has been set dow
arch 27, with Kemp unde

g

or Ma
nkmg 10 request a magistrate from

outside the district to hear the ma

ter. w.2m

[Y
\nsisted she feave

with:
i application for an external

a
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n
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Wagtail recovery for
pitbull pup ‘a miracle’

By ELEANOR DOUGLAS-MEYERS

Hip to make new dises.

IT HAS been a miracle “operation-
frec” recovery for Zara, the East
London puppy who made head-
lines when she was refused pas-
sagge on an airplane for a fesaving

“The dog who was rushid to the
Onderstepoort  Veterinary Aca-
demic  Hospital In Pretoria
through the generous assistance
of SAA cargo, has learnt 1o walk
again withoul surgical interven-
tion, shocking the experts.

“The vet sald there was 1o ex-
planation for her recovery as
scans an showed &

his week showed
that this was not necessary.
“We've been absolutely blown
away, loft specchless, intears, flab-
bengasted,” Cokayne said_about

the reevery of ber Papgy v whn will By BONGANI FUZILE
be back in East Londo o Senice Reporter
Hanm:u. wbo mm-n Gars's
stay in Onderst ORE than 3 000 East

the
Cokayncs Zaa's bones would kit
back together as she grew and she
should heal complete

Zara will keep the neck brace on
for two to three weeks and be on
anti-inflammatory medication.

“She is okay and moving 100% -

ern Cape pupils in need
of scholar transpart

may be forced to walk (o scho

this year,
Thi

dmitted by the pro-
rt

definite peed o operate,” Zar's
owner, Gaclyn Cokayne, said

Jus week, Zara’s scans
showed significant damage to her
vertebrac and spinal cord

“To remedy this, veterinary sur-
geon Marthinus Hartman was
scheduled to remove the broken
pieces of bone pushing on her
spinal cord and wse bone from her

of the cage,” Cokayne
The Cokaynes had set up a bank
‘account on behalf of Zara and have
raised R4 000 o date, which covers
half of the mn'dlcnl (')(ymwi
in
ny money m 1411 for Zara
will be donated to the Underdogs:
SA Rehabilitation Centre, from
where Zara was adopted.

0
pupils, and admitied that due to
financial constraints it could not
transpart the full number of 94 000
necdig transport

ere are 94 000 deserving pu-
pu« st wears a
57000 of them. Our pext target ks
55000 pupils,” sald spokesman
cedo Kumbaca
“Despite the challenges we face
and the short time we had to pre-

LONG ROUTE: Pupils are stranded on the side of the road after the transport system failed them on the first day of school

0ver 30 000 EC pupils
set to walk to school

Kids excluded due to cash shortage

pare the current programme, we
say we are doing well.”
o

ans
ported and a mumber of taxt0p-
tors had supported the depar
m-nl but that there were “a nw
individuats who wanted (o sabo-
tage and disrupt the idea”.

He said reasons for transport
delays in some areas of the prov.
e, including the Amathole and
O R Tambo reglons, were roa
being in a poor state and oper-
ators transporting pupils withoat
operating bioences

The department said plans were
under way 10 engage the degart
ment of publc works o assist in

fixing the roads. “We are ot go-
ing to allow our operatars to drive
on such roads - this is about the
safety of the pupils as well

Kumbaca said that by the end of
the week the registration of trans-
POFt operators and awar
operating licences would be fi-
nalised. “We finished working at
2am on Thursday and that shows
how dedicated
this department. W ed to
make sure tha everything is done
thoroughly.™

Regarding the thousands of pu-
pils left stranded on the first day
of school, Kumbaca sa |>(l Ill! all
pupils would be trans

“We recelve an aww\\(l st of

qualifying pupils from the educa
tian department
those. It must be understood that
not all the schools or pupils are
registered to be transported. I
you are not approved we are not
RO to ransport you.” be said

il department officia
welling the provinee to
monitor |mull transport.

Ntsizakalo Ngalo, the spokes-
man for the Alfred Nzo district
bus council, said they were op-
erating smoothly in the ares.

“We have no complaints here
and we are excited by what the
department has done. But it must
be sald that there were times
where people wanted to sabotage
this, fongetting that we are doing
this for the chikdren.” — bonganif
@dispatch.co.za

‘Thulani Nk

old

20, whowas 18 years

at the time, was last week sentenced

10 life imprisonment on three counts of

mu

‘The bod

rder, robbery and housebreaking
os of $4-year old Sibonglle

Picture: ISANGA NKONKOBE

Lako of Velwano village in
side King William's Town
children - Mthobi, five, and four-month
old Thembakazi - were found by neigh
Dours stashed in two pit toilets a fow days

fler ppearcd
\lmnxu\\i(vm co-accused, 20-year-old
cthemba  Phillip  and rold

‘Aybuicla Tabal, from the same village,
recelved lesser sentences for being ac
complices to the grucsome erime, which

left the village in shock
Phillip was sentenced to six years in
prison for hiding information about the
s < for his

acted
alone 0 kiling Loko an her children.

e decompasing bodses of the Loko
luml\ were found by nelghbours wire-
bound, with multiple stab wounds,
wrapped in blood-soaked blankets and
dumped in two pit toflet

“The bodies were discovered four days
after the incident after mlgllbnun l\»

thoed a foud smell from one of the to
lets

They made the grucsome discovery
after spotting blood-soaked blankets in
side their pit latrines.

“The trio were arrested a day after the
discovery after one of them confessed to
his older brother and later pointed out
his co-accused to police.

Neevana's Velwano village has been

feziwe Tikana

named by provincial p
er Licutenant-Ge

lice commission
neral Celiwe Binta as 3

hotspot for the brutal murders of women
and children,

During
area last year, shaken com
bers said the

night

Most women in the village, espe
those who lived alone, were shake

the

Daily Dispateh visit to the
munity mem
feared venturing out at

incident.

King William's Town police cluster
commander Brigadier Henry Vos this
week welcomed the convietion and sen
tencing.

He praksed the police for switly ar-
resting the suspects and for the inves

our

(o their conviction.

Such people do pat deserve to be in

commumunk cannot tolerate such

ople who vialate the rights of women

and

children,” Vos  sald. asan-

dangdispateh.co.za
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In port last night night: Sarah
Baartman at Dry dock.
Arrived yesterday: Nil.
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rivisired 725 Due today: Ni.
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WEATHER TODAY

Eastern Cape (Eastern Half)
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