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‘Dangerous’
pair escape
from court

Awaiting trialists
run off as lawyer
leaves them alone

By MALIBONGWE DAYIMANI
Crime Reporter

WO dangerous awaiting.
trial prisoners  escaped
from the Mdantsane Re-

sional Court holding oo clls on Mon.
ter their

eft them
unatiended when be had finished
consulting with them.

The two suspects - Thabani
Mkhokhell, 30, amll.ukk.ml\anl
sora, 25 court to face a
of murdcs four couDte of
with aggravating circum:

ptent o rob, one of iliegal
possession of a firearm and one of
belng in iflegal passession of am.
‘munition.

The two men allegedly ter
rocised businesses and. llnuwbﬂld~
in Mdantsane from last

ey are charged with kiling a
forcign shop owner during a
botched business robbery in NUS,
and of robbing at gunpoint a wo-
man in NUI of her plasma TV and
other household belonging

On July 24 last year they are
believed to have broken into the
Nelikhaya Butchery in NUI2 and
robbed it at gunpoint after 6pm,

e robbers fied with R70 000 In
carly August last year the two men
arrested, allegedly during a
house robbe

National I'vm«ul\mlt r\ulhnﬂl‘)

Nd
x4 beenlctin
okding cells by their attarney,
who'd had to rush to another case
after consulting with them

“They have boen held at the West
Bank prison to await their trial
ests I

we

LULEKAN! SOMTSORA

“Moments later | heard that they
were missing,” Mayanya sakl.
Mdantsane _police ~spokes
Captain Nkosikho Mzukn said
manhunt had been Launched for
the dangerods suspects
team has been as
seablog 13 eareh fo the missing
suspects
“Police are following leads. Nek
ther have been arrested yet,*
Mruka Somtsora and
Mkhokeli “were left in the pres
ence of their lawyer, as he was busy
consulting with them”
“Unfortunately when the lawyer
v never Informed the
the consul Ilh’)ﬂ was
5 b od that the
sumpects excaped at that moment

he
Mzuku said police were treating
the incident in a very serious light
and would investigate the matter
“vigorously”.
o an said they had
alsolaunched an internal probe “to
ascertain whether our members
have conducted themselves neg
ligently in this mattes
“A case of cscaping was opened
and currently under investigation,
while an additional change of s

escape and also a
¢ case against the pair,
28, said she last
o leaving the court
building with a police officer.

“I saw them pecking through the
comer while we were sitting in the
waiting_area outside the court
room. Moments after that | saw
them emerging with a police of
ficer and went out the door.

caping lawful p ty will be
added into both suspeet’s charge
sheets,” Mzuku said.

The police have warned mem.
bers of the public not to try and
apprehend the suspects asthey are
“dangerous”,

Anyone with

Information is
of-
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The Gouwa Dam at Butterworth is overflowing after hmy and persistent rains over !h. weekend, bringing h-gc relief from crisis-levol illlﬁ shortages in
Ficture
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THABANI MKHOKHELI

High Court when ing trial
prisoner Luthando  Mndayl, of
Payne Farms village near Mthatha,
attempted to escape after stabbing
and inuring a paiceman on Mon

"Ml wasshot desd while tying to
attack  another id
Mihatha cluster police spokesman
Licutenant-Colonel Mzukisi Fat-
yela yesterday.

a charge of
rurdes aicgedly commitied near
the Mthatha dam in 2010.
he commotion at dpm at the
rear entrance of the Mihatha
courtyard adacent to the judges'
entrance left court officials in a
panic. Fatyela oid e Incident
happened as seven prisaners fac
Ing serious charges were o be
Ioaded into a prison-bound van to
return them to Wellington Prison

“One of the prisoncrs (Midayi)
drew a ke and charged o on of
the escorting police

e Mabbed one oficer seversl
times in the upper body and badly
Injured him. He feft him a pool of
blood and charged at the other
police officers aggressively

“He ignored orders

spite shots.

“To protect himself and the fives
o olhers,the offces shot him in
the upper body, fatally injuring the
prisoner, jll<l “nicar the gate of the
guard house.” Fatyela said
ther six prisaners
ck o attempt 1o

the
dsdnot Jointhe

urged to contact
ficer Detective-Sergeant Pt
mile Kwenene on 0794089104 o
helr nesrest police station po
Crime Stop on 08600

@ Chacs erupted " the Mibatha

escape. was
rushied to hospital, he added. “The
other inmates were taken back to
Wellinglen prison” — maiong-
wedidispateh.co.za, addi
tional reporting by Lulamile Feni

Owner pays up after pitbull attack

By ATHENA O'REILLY

er dogs in the rhood

A8 resull, the pitball: owner um
have to foot medical bills tol
ore han 4000 o one dack Rl
Bella.

n.n- was p.mm by her snout

Tm gap in the gate by the

m) plllllll\ Al ‘and Tyson, which

csulted I her jaw having to be

rewired and her car nesding several
stitches.

The incident took place In Gonuble's
10th Avenue.

After an uproar on, social media
ye thalls’ owner came
oraataad sia e had dec .1.
them upfoe s adoption at the SPCA

This vas the socood Atack on the
nclghboarhood's dog

The finst time the Ditballs escopet
they killeda. ussell in Oceanway

s cner, John Brown, who had
been living in the area for more than
90 years, sakd he received a phone call
about the attac

“The pitbulls must have been run
bing around n the strects hvauu
they live quite

“They tried mmm our dog through
a tiny space In the gate by her snout
and she got lodged bocause of her
shoulders.

“People stopped 1o try break the
dogs up and by the time 1 got home
there were 50 many people here offe-

¥ing to help.” be sald.

Brown said Bella was doing finc and
was grateful to the owner of the dogs
who came forward to pay for any
veterinary bills be might incur.

“He did the honourable thing and
contacted me yesterday (Monday) and
we met.

e said after the first incident he
thought it was an isolated one but
becatise this was the second time he
had decided to put his dogs up for

“He was very remorseful about
what happened but our fear was just
that should this happen again it could

a child.
=As it stands we have to pay about

RA000 for Bella’s surgery and sl
would have o 0 back for 8 checkup,
ehich woukl probably end up being
close to R 000,

In the pmmm fist. |~t.;p\ from
their 10th Avenve garden they not
only killed killed the Occanway Road

Jack Russell but Inared a ‘number of
other dog:

ATl and Tyson's owner. who moukd
only identify himself as Siyab]
feay offrtber viimisaipe aher the
soclal media upeoar, sald it was an
unfortunate thing to have happened.

71 s heartbreaking to v (o pat
with my dogs be 416 ke saying
goodbye to a family

“Everything is very upoeiing and

§

this is such a bad situation rn wse
they were Jovely dogs 10 ound,
bul it had to be done at the

nd o the

" was ot arcnnd whentho fnckdent
took place but when | g
around Spm my wife told me what had
Bapgened and ma| the dogs had been
taken to ¢ ¢ sal
: s glad he met

hey could settle ev
hing in an amicable manner.

“Johin bs o gentleman and paying for
his bill wa the least | could do after
everything that has happened.

4 st % unfortunate that this
has happened ™
star.coza

areillya@ tisoblack-

Education boss in hot water over ‘bribe’

By ZINE GEORGE
Political Editor

A SENIOR Eastern Cape educ
manager hat been s
e of soliciting  pribe i the
Prescnce of abank ieler
er the suspect alleged:
1y demaned and later received al
most a quarter of the victim's
R96 000 pension payout. A video elip
apparently shows the transaction.

Education superintendent-gener-
al Themba Kojana confirmed yes-
terday the department was inves.
tigating allegations of fraud against
the depaty directar, who was pit on
precautianary suspension on Octo-
ber 9 “pending the internal fnves:
tigation’

The victim, a disabled 32-year-old,
is a former general worker at a

cm K

Mbizana sehool for disabled pupils.
He had been battling to get  pension
payout for more than two years.

He reported his case to the sus-
pended official earticr this year. The
official allegedly tracked down the
fraud victim and informed him that
his pension payout had been de-
posited into his bank aceount, and

hat, be would have to pay ber
R20.000 for processing the claim.

But relatives of the victim did not
take kindly to that, and mpumd nw
incident to the district direct
cemned, using the newly establshed
rapid incident report (RIR) hotline.

But that was amr the kickback

cady boen paid out

The um.ul -huu in her mid-40s.
s known to the
Daily mq-. ch, I-Jd\pul\ director

at the Alfred Nzo east district offices
in KwaBhaca (Mount Ayifh)

Kojana sald the case was reparted
on September 29, and In\m"mmr\
who arc based In_the newly
ablished RIR it followed up o the
se @ week later and managed to
souree footage apparently coafirm-
Ing the official received a kickback

The investigators recelved an
other lead indicating that _tho
R20 000 payment was made at a local
branch of a listed bank.

“Our investigators have since ac
quired the video footage showing
clearty thatindeed the supect was

0):
e sitice handed over the
4 he Hawks for criminal in
vestigation.”
The clip, seen by the Dispatch,

shows both the suspect and the vic
tim seated tn front of a bank teller.
After signing the paperwork, the
teller counts k3 000, which is thea
divided in three batches of R10 000,
video shows RI0600 being
given 1o the victin while R20 000 is
given to the government official
The report we received stated the
senlor official asked the pensioner
how much she will get in return for
processing the penson payout.
“The former employee offered to
aughed him
child. | want

20 aid Kojana.

“This line (RIR) Is £0ing to help us
deal with corruption from all angles.
“This is just the tip of an foeberg "

Ml jov.2a

Chippa shun Sisa for PE

By ROSS ROCHE

IN A blow to Premier Soccer League
fans in East London, Chippa United
confirmed 4 has asked for its up-
coming match next Sunday against
Cape Town City to be moved from
Mdantsane to Port Blizabeth.

"his e due 1o goor playing conds
tions at the Sisa Dukshe

Chippa chairman Shwe hippa
Mpengest also revealed that the club
would this season move all further
e NU2

adium.

planned club games from the
venue to the Buffalo City Stadium
(BCM) in East Loodon
This comes after the Chilli Boys
moved some of their home games
y §

{mm Nelson Mandela

adium

o \IX‘I Dukashe - attracting
p s from the topflight
Warved Maanisane fanatis

“The club has made a decision to
meve the games from kashe
to [BCM] Stadium for this season
atr the ground could not mcet the
required PSL standa

I game between ourscives and
Cape Town City scheduled for Sun

L

arly those in the Buff
Metro and surrounding arcas,
club bass sad

¢ the matro has said i hid st askd
Ra-million to fix it after it was sharply
criticised, mostly for its  poar
drainage system, last season.

1t s not clear how the stadium does
not meet PSL standards, as
indersood that ho ispectors have
been sent to Mdas the PSL.
Whiethe. Port Fizawcth based
outfit was not willing to say which of
its home games will be played in East
Loadon, the club did confirm that it
ould play v games at BCM Sta

“Hawever, no offctal decision has
ﬂ

admit that it
applcation to have the games moved
and would be making a decision on it
in due course.

“We are yet to make any announce-
ment or statement on t natche
b played in BCM foFthe currvat PLS
20172008 3
spokesman Samkelo Ngwenya
rossridispateh.co.za







